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Challenges in Serving the
ABAWD Population

Main Perceived Challenges
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Developing a New Program With Few Models
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Serving a Diverse Community
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Hard-To-Serve Clients
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Addressing Challenges

Building a Comprehensive 
Employment Program
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January 1999-May 1999
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Activity participants

Workfare 993
Employability workshops 34
Education (including GED, English as a 

Second Language, adult basic education, 
and literacy classes) 36
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JTPA 3
Vocational Rehabilitation 2
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Challenges in Serving the
ABAWD Population
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Using Community Resources To Provide 
Support Services Not Available Through 
the Food Stamp E&T Program
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May 1999 participation in Food Stamp E&T Program
activities, Belle Glade, Florida

Activity Number of
participants

Food stamp E&T orientation 45
Job search workshop 19
Job search 65
Education 8
Vocational training 6
Workfare 46

E&T Activities

Job Search and Job Search Training
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Education and Vocational Training
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Challenges in Serving the
ABAWD Population

Main Perceived Challenges
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Running an Employment Program in a 
Location With Limited Opportunities
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Limited Available E&T Services
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Limited Education and Work Experience 
Among the ABAWD Population
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Addressing Challenges
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Locating Workfare Sites That May 
Provide Permanent Employment
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Partnerships With Other 
Government-Funded Programs
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The Earnfare Program
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Employment and Training Activities
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Services Provided by the State Staff
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Services Provided by Contractors
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The Full Service Food Stamp E&T Program
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Participation in Greenville County Food Stamp E&T
Program by component type, January 1999 to May 1999

Is it a
qualifying Number of
activity for ABAWDs

Component ABAWDs? participating

Assessment No 21
Department of Alcohol and 

other Drug Abuse Services No 1
Job-related education (through 

DSS and United Ministries) Yes 157
Vocational training (through 

JTPA-funded provider) Yes 22
Vocational rehabilitation Yes 21
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Employment Readiness Program
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Employment Readiness Program participant outcomes*

First
Full year quarter

Time period 1998 1999

Number of clients that 
attended orientation 556 110

Clients completing orientation 
and enrolling in Employment 
Readiness Program (percent of 375 79
those attending orientation) (67%) (72%)

Percent of Employment Readiness 
participants obtaining jobs paying 
between $6.50-$10/hour 55% 75%

Job retention at 30 days 80% 90%

Job retention at 60 days 68% 58%

Job retention at 90 days 57% Not yet
available

*Data provided from United Ministries of Greenville in summer 1999.
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Challenges in Serving the 
ABAWD Population

Main Perceived Challenges 
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Multiple Barriers to Employment for 
Certain Groups of ABAWDs
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Tracking ABAWDs’ Participation in E&T
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Size of the Food Stamp Caseworkers’ Caseload
Makes Individual Client Followup Difficult
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Addressing Challenges
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